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Our Greatest Loss in 107 Years 


HE earthquake in Japan has caused the 

greatest loss ever sustained by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society; and at the same time has 
created for it a new spiritual opportunity 
among the people of the Far East. 

Printing plates, exclusive of books and paper 
stock, to the value of nearly $250,000 have 
been totally destroyed. This represents ver- 
sions in as many as twenty-five languages and 
dialects for Japan, China, Siam, and the Phil- 
ippine Islands. 

It is an interesting and surprising fact that 
Yokohama produced and sent out annually for 
missionary circulation more copies of the 
Christian Scriptures than any other city in the 
world. The Fukuin Printing Company, which 
manufactured these Scriptures for the Society 
by the millions, with a large number of em- 
ployees was instantly destroyed. 

The entire stock of Bibles in the depositories 
both in Tokyo and Yokohama, and the Bibles 
in the homes of these two cities and in the 
whole stricken area are gone. The people are 
entirely without copies of the Bible or New 
Testament, or even small portions. 

The American Bible Society has sole re- 
sponsibility for this part of Japan. The mis- 
sion boards of all denominations and all Chris- 
tian activities of these regions depend upon 
this Society for the Scriptures. 

To meet the immediate emergency, the So- 
ciety has published in New York half a million 
copies of the Gospels in Japanese reproduced 
by aid of photography from the books in 


hand at the Bible House. These have already 
been shipped. It has also sent to the stricken 
area all the Japanese Scriptures available in 
its Agencies throughout the world. 

The total net losses sustained, including 
printing plates, bound books, paper and other 
materials, amount to $289,803, the details of 
which are described elsewhere in the REcorp. 

Unlike some of the mission boards of the 
churches, the losses of the American Bible 
Society have not been confined to Japan alone. 
Hundreds of thousands of the books used in 
China in many dialects were printed on the 
presses in Yokohama. The Scriptures also for 
the Philippine Islands in eleven dialects, as well 
as a number of languages used in Siam, were 
also printed there. , 

There will be a famine of Bibles in Japan 
and all the Far East until the Society has been 
able to obtain funds for the replacement of 
these tens of thousands of printing plates 
which have been destroyed. 

Leaders of the Japanese nation earnestly 
hope for a speedy rehabilitation of the losses 
sustained by the American Bible Society, be- 
cause of the confidence they feel in the moral 
and spiritual values of the Society’s program. 

We appeal to all the friends of the Society 
to help immediately and as generously as pos- 
sible. 

Gifts to cover these losses in the Far East 
should be marked “Japan Earthquake Fund,” 
and sent to the American Bible Society, Bible 
House, Astor Place, New York City. 


MneE bleaRemainetheOuent 


IBLE Sunday is being observed this year 
; on December 9th. Those finding this date 
inconvenient are observing a later one. 
Complete material dealing with the theme 
above has been prepared by the American Bible 
Society, and sent out to ministers of leading 
denominations throughout the country. 
There will be offered free a specially pre- 
pared pamphlet entitled “The Bible Remaking 
the Orient.” It contains a statement of the 
‘progress of Christianity in the Orient, particu- 
larly through the large use of the Bible in the 
various languages and dialects. It is filled 


with interesting material suitable for an ad- 
dress on the general theme. 

There is also offered a folder in colors en- 
titled “Bible Losses and Needs in Stricken 
Japan,” which will be furnished free where 
it is desired for distribution to congregations 
and Sunday schools. 

The heavy losses resulting from the earth- 
quake disaster in Tokyo and Yokohama have 
made it desirable to focus attention upon the 
Bible in this part of the world at this time, 
and it is earnestly hoped that the day may be 
widely observed throughout the nation. 
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The Losses of the American Bible Society by the 
Earthquake in Japan amount to 


$289,803 


These losses affect not only Japan, but also China, Siam, and 
the Philippine Islands as shown below: 
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JAPAN 
Printine plates used in Yolsoliatnams ene). ln $64,790 
Books-andvpaper..ahac. 2s: ah cee ene ee 31,913 
Office and personal losses (040 (ee aan ee 12,000 
Emerveney printing (im US Seon ee ee 25,200 
5133.903 
CHINA 
Piintine= plates used) in, Yokohamap eens eee $53,675 
BOOKSRY — tie) sete ache se: _» Ie era 1,250 
Emergency printine in U.S. 5.5 eae eee 4,000 
98,925 
SIAM 
Printing plates used in Yokohama...) ...-..0.0o22,010 
22,616 
PEEP PINES 
Printing plates usediin, Yokohama. #44... 4.98 $103,359 
BOOKS = and PaO kets nats. jhe de eee eet eee 15,000 
Dimetcency prin time niga ene eee 6,000 
124,359 
otal losheswies oe. teen oe ee $339,803 
POSSIBLE SAV INGsE 
Elimination of certain editions and utilization of new 
PLOCESSES' (+s. Taametew che ee Vanes oneeeetne n ogenaenrER Tere ene 50,000 
The Society carried insurance, subject to the earthquake clause that 
prevails in Japan, which will bring little, if any, return. 
Net? losgae eee £-3.9 deen ene eee tee nee e $289,803 


Because of the acuteness of the housing situation and as a permanent memorial, the 
Society is asking for $100,000 to build a Bible House in Japan in addition to its needs 
for rehabilitation. 


December, 1923 


BisLE Soctery REcorp 


169 


First-hand News of the Catastrophe in Japan 


Letters from Rev. Karl E. Aurell, Acting Secretary, Japan Agency 


Lake Nojiri, Kashiwabara, September 8, 1923. 

OR some weeks already the press has 

given you detailed and baffling reports of 
the terrible earthquake and fire which occurred 
in Tokyo, Yoko- 
hama, Yokosaka, 
and many other lo- 
calities around 
these places. While 
some _ statements 
have been exag- 
gerated, I dare say, 
some of the pen 
pictures though un- 
believable are not 
any too strongly 
colored. 

Onethe: first of 
September (the 
memorable day of 
the beginning of 
the terrible catas- 
fopne), just at 
twelve o’clock mid- 
day, I stood at the 
exit wicket at the 
railway station of 


Kashiwabara, one REV. KARL FE. AURELL 

Snapshot taken in the woods on 
hundred ands fifty 23 picnic described in the Ov- 
miles north o tober Record. 


Tokyo, awaiting a 

train by which Mrs. Aurell and son were re- 
turning from Karuizawa. I was hardly touch- 
ing the bars at the side of the wicket, when I 
suddenly discovered a waving or staggering 
sensation. For a moment I wondered if there 
was something the matter with myself, but 
soon was convinced that an earthquake was on. 
The heaving and waving to and fro of every- 
thing about me made me step out into the open 
space by the station, so as to avoid being struck 
by possibly falling tiles from the roof. The 
motion of the ground became so violent that 
it was almost difficult to stand still. Two square 
water tanks on the other side of the tracks 
opposite the station rocked to and fro ex- 
tremely, making the water splash over in great 
quantities, first on this and then on the other 
side, until it seemed there would not be much 
water left in them. During this interesting 
time the train pulled in; but none of the pas- 
sengers somehow had noticed that there was 
an earthquake. Forty minutes later, arriving 
at the lake, everybody was talking about the 
unusually strong earthquake, and wondered if 


something awful had not happened somewhere. 
Some wondered if Mount Asama, the famous 
voleano, fifty miles away, had not possibly 
erupted and gone to pieces, etc. I have men- 
tioned the above to give you an idea of the 
terrible strength of the earthquake in the 
totally devastated districts, in view of what we 
experienced here one hundred and fifty miles 
away from there. 


The Next Day 

No news reached us here until about nine 
o’clock Sunday morning (September 2). The 
reason for that was that all sorts of means 
of communication had been completely cut 
off. Then alarming reports came first by a 
milkman, and next by a telegram from Karui- 
zawa. It was truly hard to believe that the 
whole city of Tokyo had been destroyed and 
was burning. But, as it was said that Mount 
Fuji was the center of the earthquake (that 
was not so), we felt the reports no doubt 
could not be too strong. You may imagine 
the state of mind we were thrown into. What 
to think or do distressed us most extremely! 
Finally, that evening a party of us started off 
for Tokyo. The trains were already crowded ; 
and, as we rolled on towards our destination, 
people would literally “pile” into every car, 
even through the windows. The rudeness and 
unreasonable things that were done made it 
practically impossible to avoid fights through- 
out the whole train. Just before entering the 
city suburbs, everybody had to get off the 
trains and walk across a river on a pontoon 
bridge. The railway bridge was supposed 
unsafe, and there was no bridge for the public 
near, outside of this contrivance. It was deemed 
unwise and dangerous for more than two or 
three hundred people to cross this pontoon at 
one time, and there were thousands of people 
on each side of the river, struggling to get 
over. Soldiers with bayonets had an extremely 
difficult time to guard and direct them. Had 
people been allowed to rush on freely, this 
bridge would not only have been broken down, 
but thousands would have been drowned. 


At Tokyo 

Well, we managed to get across; and walk- 
ing a mile or more we scrambled with the 
masses on to another train, which took us just 
inside the city limits. Then from there, as 
no transportation facility of any kind was 
available, we walked, and walked, meeting 
thousands upon thousands of homeless people. 
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The great and famous Ueno Park was covered 
with weary and disheartened refugees. Reach- 
ing the part of the park facing the iargest 
extent of the city, we had our first view of 
the great devastation. Oh, what a scene! On 
the left, the famous Ueno Station, with many 
hundreds of cars, all absolutely demolished to 
heaps of stone, brick and scrap iron. In front 
of us, for miles and miles the same condition 
prevailed. Electric cars, motor cars and every- 
thing reduced to ashes and rubbish. The wire 
entanglements in the streets made our progress 
slow. Telegraph poles were still burning— 


; 
i 


in fact they were the only pieces of wood that 
could be seen in the whole devastated district, 
At certain places much smoke and heat was 
still emitted, making it dangerous to pass by. 
One of my companions said that he had visited 
devastated Belgium and other places in Europe, 
but this scene to his mind surpassed that as a 
calamity. We lingered a little in the Kanda 
Ward, at the city Y. M. C. A., the national 
Y. M. C. A., and the Baptist Tabernacle. All 
these buildings were supposed to be fireproof, 
but alas, though the concrete walls, floors and 
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stairways stood the test, every least thing inside 
of them had been wiped out of existence. Even 
the contents of a good safe in the tabernacle, 
when it was opened, had withered so that, when 
touched, they crumbled like ashes. The fine 
Salvation Army headquarters, the Y. W. C. A., 
churches, schools of all descriptions, and banks, 
all alike totally gone! 

I cannot go into details—it would require 
days todo so. We spent the night at a mission- 
ary’s house in a spared part of the city. We 
were frightfully tired, so that we slept most 
sweetly despite hourly quakes that still came 
during the night. In the morning 
we started out together, but soon 
found that our different interests 
and objectives made it impossible 
to continue to keep together. At 
the temporary American Embassy 
offices at the Imperial Hotel, I regis- 
tered all the members of my family 
as safe; and looking up Mr. Ziegler, 
who had spent the past terrible days 
in the hotel, together with him I 


The Bible House on the Ginza, 
Tokyo, as it was. 


On the opposite page is a skeleton 
of the same building after the 
earthquake and fire. 


walked over to where the Bible 
House had once existed. I knew 
it was destroyed, before I went 
there. I had hoped that in some 
way the Lord might have preserved ~ 
it; but he had allowed it to go with 
the rest. The walls stood up very 
well; but the fire had done havoc 
with all that was consumable within. 
The only thing I could see was the 
safe. But I could not get to it be- 
cause of the still burning timbers 
that had fallen down from the two 
floors and the roof above. On one 
of the walls Mr. Tanaka had stuck up a note for 
me, which said: “Staff safe.’’ Having seen this, 
we walked up as far as the ruins of the Metho- 
dist Publishing House. Even the wooden 
blocks of the paved street were partly burned. 
Parting with Mr. Ziegler, I set out for Mr. 
Tanaka’s home. It took me at least three hours 
to get there. All was well there—only the 
plastering of his house had been pretty thor- 
oughly shaken down. Some of the members 
of the staff had been to see him during the day. 
It was good to see them and spend the night. 


December, 1923 


Mr. Tanaka’s Story 


Mr. Tanaka’s story is too long to tell. The 
gist of it is: At noon of the first they were 
suddenly annoyed by a terrible rumbling noise 
and shaking of the whole building. Something 
like that had often happened when large motor 
trucks rushed by on the street. But this time 
it was unusually annoying, and increased and 
lasted minute after minute. They realized it 
was a terrible earthquake! What should they 
dor They grabbed the bookkeeping material 
and cash box, rushed downstairs, chucked all 


into the safe, shut it, and hastened out into the 


street. The earthquake lasted four minutes. 
Next door, in the drug store, inflammable acids 
somehow were ignited in the rear and started 
a fire. This was fought with might and main 
and happily put out, and all seemed safe in 
that locality. In many other parts of the city 
fires had started by the time our men went 
to their homes. They, of course, were anxious 
about their respective homes. 


The Bible House Goes Down in Ashes 
Tanaka and the assistant bookkeeper, before 
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‘leaving the Bible House, had opened the safe 


and taken out the ledger and other important 
books, with the cash box, carrying away the 
same with them. Finding all well at his home 
Tanaka could not resist going to the Bible 
House again in the evening.- He found it 
intact, and no fire in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. It was midnight by the time he got 
home. Early Sunday morning he went there 
the second time ; then what he had feared really 
had happened—the whole Ginza street had gone 
down in ashes. Of course there was nothing 
to do but to retrace his steps home, disheartened 
in the fullest sense of the word. He could 
get no information to me. He could not get 
a train out of the city. And, in addition to 
that, a report commenced to spread that the 
Koreans were up to mischief everywhere, 
throwing bombs and setting fire to the still 
remaining parts of the city. Tanaka was out 
every night till twelve o’clock, assisting the 
police in guarding their community. We do 
not know what to think of this scare. We are 
inclined to believe there were bad elements of 
the Japanese behind it. Yet, it does seem true 
that some of the Koreans took advantage of 
this occasion to give vent to their feelings of 
resentment against the Japanese. Time may 
make that clear. 


At Yokohama 


Relatively the disaster at Yokohama is greater 
than that of Tokyo. Besides our plates, we 
had a large stock of Scriptures at the Fukuin 
Printing Company. That being wiped out also, 
the Agency’s loss is very great. Our fire insur- 
ance policies do not cover fire arising from 
causes of earthquake. So we have nothing 
but five thousand yen in the bank, and about 
six hundred yen in the Post Office. As yet I 
have not arrived at any plan as to what shall 
be the first step in starting work again. Today 
the thought came to me to try to get some 
printing done at Kobe, asking permission to 
use the plates of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society.* If that can be realized, I will start 
work in the part of our field nearest Kobe, 
which will make transportation comparatively 
easy. In about two or three weeks we hope 
to get the money out of the bank, and thus 
begin operations, if only on a very small scale. 

I have advised most of our colporteurs to 
take up other work for the time being. There 
will be all sorts of work to obtain in Tokyo, 
and we cannot afford to support them as long 
as we have no work for them to do. 


*Norre.—We learn that the principal plates of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society were at Yokohama and have been 
destroyed.—Ep. 
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Two Weeks Later 
September 20, 1923. 

As yet we have not succeeded in finding any- 
thing for a temporary office in Tokyo. Our 
present landlord, however, is thinking of clear- 
ing away the remains of the building we were 
in, and building a temporary wooden “bar- 
rack.” In such a case we will have a right 
to one section of that. But I think it will take 
at least one month for him to accomplish that. 
And as transportation will hardly be restored 
in a shorter time, we would have no stock to 
sell before that time. We are doing the best 
we can under the circumstances. 

You will be glad to learn that our safe stood 
the test better than was expected. All our 
records of importance were conserved. The 
books were baked pretty thoroughly, the cover- 
ings are spoiled, but the inside pages are in 
pretty fair shape. Several of the latest not 


A Special Meeting for 
thanksgiving at the 
Bible House, Tokyo, 
last summer, over the 
first copies of Genesis 
in Japanese Braille. 
Four blind friends 
were in the group. 
Mr. Aurell is at the 
back right center. 


finished books will be rewritten, or copied into 
new books, so that we can continue to use 
them. So Mr. Tanaka and the assistant book- 
keeper have all they can do with that and simi- 
lar work for the coming month. 


The Fukuin Press 


You will be grieved indeed to learn that 
Mr. Muraoka’s able younger son and his 
brother-in-law, the treasurer of the Fukuin 
Printing Company, were killed and burned to 
ashes. Not only those two, but seventy em- 
ployees met the same ordeal. They did not 
get time to put anything away in their safe nor 
close it, so that they have not one sheet of 
records left to prove the Fukuin Printing 
Company existed, outside of the tens of thou- 
sands of Bibles circulated throughout the em- 
pire. The remaining son, however, has not lost 
hope of starting up again; and he may succeed 
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in conjunction with other concerns. The de- 
struction of this printing house has hit us hard; 
and it will take time to find and develop another 
concern that will prove as good for the Bible 
cause as this has been. 

As the Scriptures for the blind also burned 
up, we will need the money from it to stock 
up for this class also. Fortunately, the plates 
for this work were in the district of Tokyo 
which was not burned. 

As we have a very heavy year before us, 
I hope the home Society will appropriate a 
goodly sum outside of the regular appropriation 
for 1924. We have to be supplied with every- 
thing, from pens all the way through to a 
safe. 


Help through the British and Foreign Bible Society 
October 8, 1923. 


As our plates were gone and there was abso- 
lutely no hope of getting any of our printing 


done in this part of Japan for a considerable 
time to come, and the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, fortunately, had three sets of plates 
which they gladly offered us the use of, Mr. 
Tanaka and I went to Kobe to confer with them 
and the printer. The British and Foreign Bible 
Society will send us about a thousand yen 
worth of ready-made books, and arrangement 
was made with the printer there to print as 
much as he possibly can for us right along. 
Fortunately the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety have shells of two sets of plates from 
which we can have two sets of plates cast for 
our exclusive use. The printer showed great 
interest in our great need, and promised to do 
his best for us. He had already made arrange- 
ments for enlarging his plant and adding more 
machinery, etc., so as to be able to do more for 
us in coming days. 


December, 1923 


China and Philippines Agencies Also Suffer 

I have had communications from both Mr. 
Lacy, of China, and Mr. Cameron, of the Phil- 
ippines, inquiring about their plates and stock, 
and whether there is any possibility of saving 
any part. I have answered that there is abso- 
lutely nothing left but heaps of melted metal 
mixed with all sorts of rubbish. There is not a 
single type to be found that has not been melted. 


Banks Rally Wonderfully 

Our money in the bank has been released and 
local checks on other banks honored. It is 
truly wonderful how the banks have rallied and 
do business by this time. But our money in 
the Post Office is still tied up. As soon as they 
possibly can adjust matters, we are assured we 
will receive what is coming to us from there. 
The postal service suffered terribly in every 
respect, and one wonders that it can ever man- 
age to reimburse every depositor what he put 
in there. 

Gratitude for Prompt Action by the Home Office 

Weare truly thankful for the generous quan- 
tity of Scripture portions you are sending us. 
That was a great and gracious idea, and I am 
proud of our home Society! The refugee re- 
lief organizations all over the devastated parts 
will be happy to obtain and put the Good News 
into the hands of the great masses of troubled 
people, who are facing a coming hard winter. 
I believe that the Spirit of God will have a 
chance to bring light and comfort to multitudes 
of hearts through those portions, and bring 
about a still wider desire for the whole Book of 
God in the near future. That, together with 
the great demand for Bibles by the thousands 
of Christians in the stricken districts, means 
that we will be crowded tremendously for stock. 


The Increased and Urgent Need of a Bible House 

How I wish at this time that we were in a 
position to put up our own Bible House, with 
ample and safe storage place for all our mate- 
rials. We are entering upon a new era in our 
work out here, and the Tokyo Bible House 
ought to be large enough to, possibly, house 
stock and materials for other oriental Agen- 
cies as well. 

Further News 
October 23, 1923. 

The first three weeks it was dangerous to 
travel. The extreme excitement, amounting to 
panic or mob psychology, was really alarming. 
Many of the missionaries I know met with very 
unpleasant experiences. Though I traveled and 
walked about considerably in Tokyo, personal- 
ly, I escaped such. I was not even questioned 
by a single person at any time. 
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By this time things have settled down re- 
markably. Everybody is busy. It is interest- 
ing to observe the diligence that is put forth 
practically on every burned-out little plot of 
ground, especially in Tokyo. As a result, as 
far as the eye can see from high points, already 
vast expanses of one-story galvanized-iron- 
covered huts are seen. 

Yokohama 

About two weeks ago I went to Yokohama. 
It is truly awfully depressing. As yet, the 
“settlement” (the whole section between the 
Bluff and the Bay), I mean the ruins are almost 
untouched. Hundreds, if not thousands, of 
bodies are still uncovered. The condition of 
the Bluff is also deplorable. It is practically de- 
serted. Asa rule the buildings on the hillsides 
slid down to the base of the Bluff. You can 
imagine what awful things did happen! 

The Fukuin plant fell in from the first shock. 
The employees who escaped by getting under 
presses, etc., have great tales to tell. One boy 
in the office said that he tumbled over and rolled 
under a “counter” accidentally and was saved. 
After the quake was over, he managed to knock 
out boards enough to get out. Besides Mr. 
Muraoka and his staff in the office and the 
seventy others, four of his immediate family in 
the old home in another part of the city were 
killed. That company and family was terribly 
hit, and we all feel badly over it. 


A Fortunate Discovery 

Two men of the Yokohama office of the 
Fukuin Press happened to be in Tokyo, and 
thus escaped a like fate with the others. One 
of them is a Mr. Orisaka, who was their outside 
representative. As a result of the disaster he 
forgot at first that large quantities of printed 
sheets usually were sent to a distant place to be 
folded for binding. About a week ago it oc- 
curred to him that we may have some printed 
sheets out there, and he sent word that investi- 
gation should be made. Later he went out to 
check up, and to his surprise he found we had 
printed sheets for nearly 13,000 books, and they 
were in fine shape for folding and binding. 
They are worth 3,600 yen—all paid for. That 
was a surprise to us also, and at the same time 
a very fortunate discovery. We have asked 
this man to see that they may be bound the 
soonest possible. Binding concerns are scarce 
in our part of Japan these days, so that it will 
be difficult to get much done in that line until 
Mr. Orisaka gets started. The binding of these 
sheets in various styles will cost us more than 
9,000 yen. But, let me say again, we are very 
glad for this discovery. 

(Continued on page 187) 
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Cables and Letters 


Our readers will be interested in the following messages exchanged on behalf of the 
American Bible Society and the Government of Japan: 


CABLEGRAM 
September 11, 1923. 


To Count G. YAMAMOTO 

Prime Minister 

Tokyo, Japan 

The Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society desires to express through you to 
His Imperial Majesty the Emperor, and your 
Government and the people of Japan their sin- 
cerest sympathy in this unprecedented hour of 
suffering and agony. It forgets for the moment 
its own interests in Tokyo and Yokohama and 
mourns with you all in your overwhelming 
sorrow. 

WitiiaAM I. HAVEN, 
General Secretary. 


CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN 
New York, N. Y. 
September 17, 1923. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Gentlemen: 

I have been instructed today by Count 
Yamamoto, Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
Tokyo, to convey to you the following cabled 
message: 

“The Japanese Government has deepest 
appreciation for sympathetic expression by your 
Society.” 

Sincerely yours, 
J. ANEKA, 
Acting Consul General. 


CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN 
New York, N. Y. 
September 29, 1923. 
Boarp or MANAGERS, 
American Bible Society. 
Gentlemen: 

Acting under instructions of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Tokyo, I have the great 
honor to notify you that His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan feels a sense of deep satis- 
faction and gratification at your message of 
condolence in reference to the great earthquake 
disaster. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. ANEKA, 
Acting Consul General. 
September 11, 1923. 
Mr. M. HaAniwara, 
Japanese Ambassador, 
Washington, D. C. 
Mr. Ambassador: 

I have just sent to the Prime Minister of 
the Imperial Government at Tokyo a cable as 
follows: (See first cable above-—Ed.) 


Our Board of Managers at its meeting last 
week desired me to express to you personally 
the very deep sympathy which we feel toward 
you in this hour of your suffering and grief. 
We know your heart must be torn with the 
tidings that have come from your beloved land. 

As a Society we have long been interested 
in Japan. We are among those who first had 
to do with the translation of the Scriptures 
into the languages of your people. We have 
for fifty years published and distributed the 
Bible in your cities and among your people, and 
have received words of inspiration and help in 
our work from your Imperial Government, 
your generals and admirals, and the leaders 
of your nation. 

- While we have had no word from Tokyo, 
we have no doubt that our properties in Tokyo 
and Yokohama have been destroyed. 

We can only hope that something of the 
consolations of our God, who is spoken of in 
the Scriptures as the “God of all comfort,” 
may be yours in this hour of darkness. 

Trusting that the light may break forth, and 
your own heart be strengthened to bear these 
burdens. I am, in behalf of the Board of Man- 
agers, 

Very sincerely yours, 
WitiiaAm I. Haven, 
General Secretary. 


JAPANESE EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON 


Mr. W.L Fiver September 12, 1923. 
American Bible Society. 
My dear Sir: 

I appreciate deeply your letter of sympathy, 
which also informs me of the message you 
have sent to the Prime Minister in Tokyo. : 

I have, of course, long been familiar with 
the splendid work of your Society in my coun- 
re and elsewhere, and I have only admiration 

or it. 

When a complete account of the damage 
arrives, | hope that you may learn that your 
losses are not so severe as you now imagine. 

I shall be glad if you will convey to the 
members of your Board an expression of my 
gratitude for the sympathy you expressed. 

You may be sure that Japan will be greatly 
heartened in the task of repairing the physical 
damage by the knowledge that America’s 
friendship is so genuinely hers. 

Most sincerely yours, 
M. HanriHara., 


December, 1923 
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Henry Loomis—Friend of the East 


ENRY LOOMIS was an_ outstanding 

character in the Christian movement in 
Japan and the Far East, from 1881 until his 
retirement in 
1 Pea rter. 
thirty years 
Oime; SELVICe. 
He brought 
all his pow- 
ers to bear 
on the great 
task of pro- 
moting the 
translation 
and _ publica- 
tion of the 
Scriptures 
and their 
circulation 
t h roughout 
Japan. 

Very early 
in the first 
years of his 
service, be- 
fone ale 
thought of 
being connected with the Bible Society, he 
set about organizing a class of students 
in theology, and sent urgent appeals to the 
boards for more “well-trained missionaries 
to found schools and churches and push 
forward the work of Bible translation.” “The 
work of translating the Scriptures,” he wrote, 
“will occupy, for years to come, the time and 
energies of the most scholarly men. Five are 
now engaged in that work. It is not merely 
translating the Word of God, but also the 
construction of a medium for religious thought. 
The language has no equivalent for many purely 
Christian ideas.” 

He welcomed to the country Dr. Luther 
Gulick, who arrived in Yokohama to begin the 
work of the American Bible Society in Japan, 
little realizing that he would be Dr. Gulick’s 
successor. His labors in connection with the 
Society took him all over the Empire and into 
Korea and China. During his service 3,195,- 
024 entire copies or portions of the Bible were 
distributed in Japan, including English, Rus- 
sian, Spanish, German, Filipino, as well as 
Korean, Chinese and Japanese versions. Dur- 
ing his last year of service, the number of Tes- 
taments sold exceeded that of any previous 
year. “The Bible was taken to the remotest 
parts of Japan and Korea and to the Japanese 


in China, Manchuria, Malay Peninsula, Hawaii, 
and the California coast. It moulded thought 
to such an extent that national customs and 
policies were modified and moral standards 
were raised. Art and literature showed the 
effect of Christian influence. Thousands of 
lives, both within and without the church, were 
touched and transformed by the teachings of 
the New Testament. Dr. Loomis died August 
27, 1920, and is buried in Japan. 

Miss Clara Loomis, of the Doremus School 
of the Woman’s Union Missionary Society, at 
Yokohama, one of Dr. Loomis’ gifted daugh- 
ters, has written a most interesting biography 
of her father, which was published in July of 
this year by Fleming H. Revell & Company. 
She tells the story of his boyhood home on a 
hillside farm outside the village of Burlington 
in central New York State. He was the 
seventh of eight children. The simple, genuine 
outdoor life of those boyhood days gave him 
strength and vigor, which he found of great 
service in after years. In spite of the interrup- 
tion of the Civil War, in which he rendered 
service, and was given command of a regiment 
and honorable mention for gallant service, he 
returned to Hamilton College, which he had 
entered in the fall of 1859, and graduated in 
1866, in which year he entered Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary. While in the seminary he 
felt the call to the Far East and applied to the 
American Board of Foreign Missions, and soon 
after his ordination received an appointment to 
China.  [Ill-health, however, prevented his 
going, though he did visit the Hawaiian Islands 
as a companion of Dr. N. H. Clark, the secre- 
tary of the American Board at the time of 
the jubilee in commemoration of the establish- 
ment of ‘missionary work in the Hawaiian Is- 
lands. On his return to the United States 
he was for a little while in the pastorate. In 
1872, after his marriage to Miss Jennie Greene, 
whose grandfather was the first secretary of the 
American Board and whose father held the 
same position, he went to Japan under the 
appointment of the Presbyterian Mission 
Board. Miss Loomis’ story of her father’s 
life is a picture of the changing conditions in 
Japan and the Far East during the last fifty 
years, and especially of the influence of Chris- 
tianity and American civilization on the devel- 
opment of affairs in that interesting part of 
the world. He lived to see the beginning of 
these new days when the land of his love 
emerged from its obscurity into leadership 
among the nations. 


176 


BreLteE Society REcoRD 


Volume 68 


High Lights from Old Records 


By Rev. William Ingraham Haven, D.D., ED: 


WENTY-FIVE years ago, in one of 

the great Osaka dailies, the statement was 
made that, without raising any question as 
to the religious truths which it contains, the 
Bible is one of the greatest books in the world, 
unsurpassed in literary form and exalted senti- 
ment. 

A colporteur in those early days writes: 
“My total sales for the two weeks are 2,312 
portions and 45 Testaments and Bibles. To 
me it seems most wonderful that so many are 
willing and desirous to buy the Scripture por- 
tions. The Spirit is certainly moving upon this 
people in a wondrous manner.” 

In 1900 it was decided to set apart one 
Sunday of each year as Bible Sunday, and to 
ask that on that day a special sermon be 
preached in the churches in Japan on the sub- 
ject of the Bible. The first Sabbath in May 
was chosen for this Bible Sunday. 


The Bible Handcart and the Jinrikisha 

It may not be known that, owing to great 
difficulty in securing suitable men for colpor- 
teurs in the early days, the Agent of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society resorted to the employment 
of foreigners, and the Rev. J. Goble began this 
work in the fall of 1879. He constructed “a 
unique Bible carriage, drawn by a horse, for 
the transportation of his books, and used a 
magic lantern, with Scripture scenes, to make 
himself and his errand known to the people. 
He also had a handcart made for use in Tokyo, 
and from it were sold in little more than three 
months 10,203 portions.” This Mr. Goble, 
a Baptist missionary, also invented the jinriki- 
sha so universally used in Japan and increas- 
ingly in the Far East. 


The Effect of Scripture Circulation 


The effect of the circulation of the Scriptures 
among the Japanese is told in the following 


incident reported by a missionary: “Sunday 
evening two of our Christians came through the 
pouring rain, with hearts full of joy, to tell 
us God was working in a neighboring village, 
where, by the help of these two Christians, we 
had previously put Scriptures in each home. 
The seed seemed almost lost among the thorns. 
The two said that the village is becoming 
aroused. In this same village a woman to 
whom we offered a Gospel replied, ‘I received 
one of those over two years ago and have been 
reading it ever since.’ The seed is also be- 
ginning to spring up where we have bestowed 
much labor. With the purpose of giving the 
Scriptures gratis to every house in the village, 
my wife and I set out with the required number 
of Scriptures. They were all received gladly. 
The following Sabbath six men came to our 
mission meeting. One of them said they had 
received the Scriptures and had come to hear 
more. Another said, ‘I received a Gospel of 
Luke the other day, which I have since carried 
with me while working in the field. It is so 
interesting that I thought I would come here to 
learn more about it. Is this Jesus the Son of 
God, and did he really die and rise again? 
Oh, that is something mysterious and wonder- 
fy hee 

The Scriptures and the Japanese Army and Navy 

The change in conditions in Japan is shown 
by the fact that, as late as 1882, the Agent of 
the American Bible Society went alongside a 
Japanese man-of-war lying at Uraga, and his 
request to be allowed to go on board was met 
with a refusal. But when the war occurred 
between Japan and China in 1894 and 1895, 
permission was given by both the Japanese 
army and navy departments to circulate the 
Scriptures freely. 

A great opportunity opened before the work- 
ers in Japan during the war with Russia, not 


Cases contain- 
ing 10,000 
Comfort 
Bags, each 
with a_Jap- 
anese New 
Testament, 
going to those 
at the front in 
the Russian- 
Japanese War. 


December, 1923 


only in the circulation of the Scriptures in 
the army and navy, but in the hospitals. Mr. 
Loomis writes in the fall of 1904: “I am now 
much interested in the work among the sick 
and wounded soldiers. Last week I spent two 
days visiting the hospitals in Tokyo. I went 
there again yesterday. We have now donated 
more than 32,000 Testaments and Gospels to 
the Japanese soldiers, and most of them have 
gone to the sick and wounded in the hospitals. 
A request has come this morning for 5,000. 
The applicant writes, ‘Soldiers are begging for 
them.’ Another wrote, ‘The soldiers are very 
glad to receive them and are very ready, in 
many cases eager, to be instructed.’ ” 

During the war with Russia comfort bags 
were made. Most attractive little pouches of 
bright colored cretonne, in which were wrapped 
writing paper, toilet articles, etc. These were 
prepared by the Japanese women for the 
soldiers at the front. More than 300,000 Gos- 
pels were placed in these comfort bags, so that 
in some places they were called “Gospel bags.” 

There were those, during the war with 
Russia, that attempted to picture it as a war 
between Christianity and Civilization as they 
called it. The educated class were not de- 
ceived, and the attitude of those at the head 
of affairs was most friendly and appreciative. 
The head of the cabinet, Count Katsura, gave a 
cordial welcome to the Agent of the Bible 
Society, and not only thanked him for the 
work that was being done, but promised to 
assist in its prosecution. The minister of war 
and the vice-minister of the navy, Rear Admiral 
Saito, said they would forward to the soldiers 
and sailors any Scriptures that were forwarded 
for that purpose. Rear-Admiral Saito wrote 
as follows: 

Rev. Henry Loomis 

Sir—I beg to express my deepest thanks for your 
great kindness in sending the New Testaments for 
the supply of our navy. I have arranged them, this 
day, to be sent to the seat of war. 

Minoru SAITO, 
Rear-Admiral, I. J. N. 

An interesting occurrence in connection with 
the Japanese is the gift of Bibles by the Jap- 
anese women in Seattle to the expedition that 
Set out for the South Pole in 1911. This 
expedition was sent out by the Antarctic Ex- 
ploration Society, of which Count Okuma was 
the president. 


Dr. Schwartz and Civil Prisons 
Dr. Herbert W. Schwartz, who followed Mr. 
Loomis in the care of the Society’s work in 
Japan, though he was a physician, was a pro- 
found believer in the healing power of the 
Holy Scriptures. One of his first tasks was to 
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HERBERT W. SCHWARTZ, M.D. 


send 100,000 Gospels—three wagonloads in all 
—to fill one order to the Oriental Mission for 
the villages of northern Japan. 

In 1916 a Bible was presented to the Em- 
peror of Japan by the Japanese Christians on 
the Pacific coast and the American Bible So- 
ciety. He received it with great appreciation. 

Dr. Schwartz was deeply interested in the 
prisons in Japan. He purposed to give a New 
Testament to each of the 26,000 prisoners in 
the northern part of Japan. He said, “If this 
is the last work I am prepared to do for 
Japan, it is probably the greatest work I have 
ever done. The giving of a specially bound 
Bible to the Emperor does not compare in 
importance.” This was practically his last 
service. 

A very remarkable story of a Bible in a 
Japanese prison was given in the BiBLE So- 
cieTY Recorp of July, 1915. It was a letter 
from Nishimura Koneshin, who was dead in 
sins and was raised to newness of life through 
the light of Christ. He wrote: 

“Reverend Sir: I have much to say to you. 
If you should ask me where was to be found 
an incarnation of the devil, I should at once 
reply, ‘It is I.’ During the first half of my 
life 1 fully exhibited the character of a devil. 
By a sad fate I lost my mother when I was but 
four months old. During my boyhood I was 
distinguished for wicked ways, and especially 
for a disposition to thieving. I caused my 
father much anxiety. In order to place me 
under good influences, he had me enter the 

(Continued on page 180) 


OKOHAMA in ruins! 

So throbbed the September first radio 
message. Every world tourist knew the Yoko- 
hama of old. Every across-the-Pacific steamer 
stopped there. Every traveler was charmed by 
the wonderful city. Half a million Japanese 
and some thirty thousand of foreign birth made 
up the population. Yokohama was many cities 
in one. In commerce it was exceeded by few. 
It was one of the greatest tourist centers in the 
world; from here the whole fascinating Far 
East was unfolded to the travelers of the world. 
Vice was probably more attractive and easier 
here than in any place else in all the world; 
likewise was it more deadly and destructive. 
From here the spiritual forces emanating from 
western civilization focused upon the entire 
East. It was a great struggle for supremacy. 

The panorama picture detailed upon this 
page was taken from a spot on the edge of 
the Bluff, just a little distance below the site 
of the beautiful Union Church building. This 
structure, with the sightly Roman Catholic 


one nearby, now remains as but a charred mass 
of brick and crumbling mortar. The same is 
true of the beautiful residences of the foreign 
population, which stretched along the wonder- 
ful Bluff for a mile and a half, covering every 
available site thereon. At the left, also un- 
shown, lie the ruins of the Ferris School, the 
girls’ school of the Reformed Church in Amer- 


ica. As this great building collapsed, it bore to 


her death the only Christian missionary who lost 
life in the great calamity. A little farther 
along the Bluff lies the wrecked Union Bible 
School, and just across the street the tangled 
remains of the Methodist Bible Training 
School for Girls. A little nearer was the 
group of buildings housing the thousands of 
winsome little Japanese boys and girls in their 
public school. All these, thronged on regular 
school days, are now but wrecks and ruins. 
Looking out over the desolated area as 
shown in this picture, we behold with poig- 
nancy of grief the scenes of many fascinating 
experiences. The streets have disappeared un- 


der the débris—only a few main streets having 
been cleared since the earthquake and fire. 
There (No. 1) was the cricket ground where 
thousands fled to escape the flames, only 
to be drowned when the broken water 
mains turned it into a seething lake. A 
little to the right stood Keigan Church, the 
first evangelical church building ever erected 
in Japan. Here for years the foreign popula- 
tion worshiped, till the new building was 
erected on the Bluff. Since then it had been 
occupied by the Japanese First Presbyterian 
Congregation. In the distance (No. 3) is the 
site of the Sakurangicho Congregational 
Church, and nearby (No. 4) was the Meth- 
odist Church, and only a little farther away 
(No. 5) was the Baptist Church. All these, 
along with the homes, shops, and factories, 
are now blackened ruins. In the center (No. 
6) was the shopping district, which was the 
delight of the tourists and world travelers. 
Beyond this (No. 7) were the piers, where 
throngs were gathered at the moment of the 


* 
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earthquake to bid “Sayonara” to the great 
steamer that was just casting loose for its trip 
across the Pacific. As these piers sank, the 
struggling, terror-stricken people were thrown 
into the waters of the bay, that soon became 
a sea of flame as the naval submerged oil tanks 
(No. 8) broke and the burning oil flowed out 
over the bay, bearing roaring flames as they 
spread. Near the lower end of the sea wall 
stood the beautiful, historic Grand Hotel 
(No. 9), which was known to every visitor to 
Japan. At the first shock this massive structure 
collapsed like a house of cards, carrying to their 
death probably half a hundred foreign guests 
and thrice that number of faithful Japanese 
employees. Just in the foreground (No. 10) 
we see the well-known Moto Machi (Street), 
which was lined with those quaint and fasci- 
nating shops that enthralled the souls and 
captured the purses of the shoppers. Nearby, 
just across the canal (No. 11), stood the great 
plant of the Fukuin Printing Company, de- 
scribed elsewhere in this issue. 
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Doshisha. In that school I was taught the 


Bible and many excellent things; but the in- 
struction to me was as the seed in the parab‘e 
of the sower—it fell by the wayside, or on 
stony ground, or among thorns. | thought that 
the pursuit of pleasure was the proper object 

life. I became more and more brutalized. 
I yielded myself to cruel passions. I was re- 
peatedly imprisoned. My covetousness knew 
no satiety. I got my reward! The final crush- 
ing blow descended upon my head when | was 
imprisoned for fifteen years. When I thus 
again became a convict, | was overwhelmed 
with disappointment, despair, discontent, hatred 
and rage. Wonderful to tell, at that time 
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the thoughts of God, of Christ, were waited 
into my aia Was it that memory revived 
in me? I got a Bible and began to read it 
with the greatest sincerity and earnestness. 
With a sincere heart I have read the Bible 
and have become conscious how deep and 
great my sins are. When I read Matthew 
1212-13, or 11:28, I, for the frst time ine 
Christ as one so full of love that he would 
save even a man who had committed such 
great sins as I had. Standing in the dismal 
gleam that fell through the prison doors, I 
was flooded with spiritual light, until 1 could 
wring the tears of repentance from the satu- 
rated sleeve of my prison garb. My present 
life is a sad one, but I think of the words ‘Cast 
thy burden upon the Lord!’ So I pass my days 
in gratitude and peace.” 
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Fukuin Printing Company 


By Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D. 


Recollections and impressions after intimate acquaintance and relations wth the family and 


printing plant for fi 


fifteen years, during which time Dr. 


McLaughlin made several visits to 


Japan for proofreading, remaining there once for five months. 


R. MURAOKA, the head of the family 
and founder of the Press, as a young 


man in the early 90’s, was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, a most devoted Christian, 
and did some work in an independent way in 
the circulation of the Scriptures. 


He noticed 


the difficulty which was being encountered by 
the American Bible Society in getting its print- 
ing done, and told the Agent in charge of the 
Japan work that, if he could be assured of all 
or a fair proportion of the work of printing 
Japanese Bibles, he would establish a printing 


The founder, Mr. 
Muraoka, who died 
in=| 19225 at Shis 
desk, and his son 
who succeeded him, 
and who was killed 
by the earthquake 
at the Press with 
several score of his 
workers. 
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press for that purpose. Upon being assured 
that he would receive full consideration, he 
started the Fukuin Printing Press, which 
means, Evangelical Printing Press. 

Mr. Muraoka started, and always con- 
ducted, the business just as the name would 
imply—open and firm in his faith in his God 


PRINTING 
Great presses 
formed part of the 
equipment of the 
Fukuin Printing 

Company. 


BisLtE Society REcoRD 


181 


COMPOSING 
ROOM 
Setting type. 


and in the Book. Most dramatic was his story 
of the starting of that plant. He said he began 
in a small room less than ten feet square, with 
a meager font of type, an old hand press, and 
one small boy as a helper. The first Monday 
morning he went into the room he felt very blue 
indeed, as he realized the insufficiency of his 
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plant and the fact that his livelihood must 
depend on the success of his undertaking. As 
he said, he felt “just like the skies were crush- 
ing him.” But he closed the door and opened 
a Bible and read a few verses, then ordered his 


STITCHING 
SCRIPTURES 
Or Re LE 3 
AMERICAN 
BIBLE SO- 

CIETY 
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FOLDING 
Women were 
largely used. 


helper, who was not a Christian, down on his 
knees, and he led in prayer. He said, “Some- 
thing happened, I don’t know just what it was, 
but the heavy skies were thrown open, and a 
comforting light shone there.’’ He then de- 
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cided that every Monday morning, as long as 
he lived and had anything to do with printing, 
he would open the business with prayer; and 
he did it. 

I was privileged quite a number of times 
to be present at these Monday morning meet- 
ings when the Press had grown to the em- 
ployment of hundreds. They cleared out a 
storeroom, brought in an organ, and Mr. 
Muraoka led the service. Attendance was 
voluntary. But I have seen upwards of three 
hundred gathered there. The employees were 
perfectly at liberty to go out and play ball or 
do anything besides routine work, but few 
cared to avail themselves of this privilege. 
They thought too much of their employer and 
leader. After this impressive and simple serv- 
ice, to see Mr. Muraoka going around amongst 
his employees laying his hand gently on this 
one and inquiring about an aged mother, or 
patting the head of some mere child and inquir- 
ing about some sick father or mother, and the 
thousand and one things that made him seem 
more like a father to them all than a task- 
master, was a sight never to be forgotten. 

Truly the Fukuin Printing Company was 
dedicated to the Lord. And the Lord pros- 
pered it. Mr. Muraoka’s first work was to 
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publish Bibles, and his staff became expert in 
that. They published practically all the Scrip- 
tures for Japan, for the Philippines Agency, 
for Siam, for Korea, and a large part of those 
used in China. It was possible to get Scrip- 
tures printed in other plants. But we tried it, 
and the endless confusion and trouble for 
proofreading, types, binding, delays, and the 
vexations which only the Oriental seems to 
know how to put in the way of the Occidental, 
made it a task most wearing indeed. The 
Fukuin Press took away all this care and worry, 
and made it a pleasure to deal with them. The 
paternalistic atmosphere of the plant solved 
completely the labor problems that have oper- 
ated in Japan as in other countries. They 
always paid by the day—good liberal wages; 
no piece work; and each of the employees 
seemed to take a personal interest in the plant. 
Anyone who has had experience in getting 
printing done can scarcely believe the state- 
ment that it was a pleasure to do business with 
the Fukuin Printing Company. They were 
always tranquil, always calm, never disturbed. 
We can truthfully say that with no other busi- 
ness concern have we ever had such delightful 
relations in every way, as in our fifteen years 
dealing with that company. 


The History of Bible Translation into the 
Japanese Language 


Because of its immediate interest and timeliness, we republish an article written by the late 
Dr. J.C. Hepburn, and appearing in the November, torr, BisteE Society Recorp, shortly after 


his death in his ninety-seventh year. 


The story is brought down to date. 


There is important 


work still to be done to make the Word of God fully and clearly available to the Japanese. 


HE Protestant missionary on going to a 
new or non-Christian country, after ac- 
quiring a sufficient knowledge of the language, 
regards the translation of the Holy Scriptures 
into the language of the people of prime impor- 
tance, and essential to the great work of pro- 
mulgating the gospel. The Jesuit missionary, 
Francis Xavier, who entered Japan about the 
year 1549, and his followers, who for more 
than half a century carried on the work with 
great success and without hindrance, so far as 
is known, made no translation of the Scriptures. 
Thus the Japanese were left dwelling in the 
dark without the knowledge of God and of the 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ pro- 
vided for all mankind. 
Previous to the opening of Japan in 1859, 
the Scriptures had been translated into the 
Chinese, either in whole or in part. Of these 


there were several versions. Educated Japa- 
nese might through these have obtained a 
knowledge of the truth had not everything 
relating to Christianity been so strictly pro- 
hibited upon pain of death by the Japanese 
government. 

An effort was made by some Protestant 
missionaries residing in China, many years 
previous to the opening of Japan, to translate 
some portions of the Scriptures into the Jap- 
anese language. Thus the Rev. Charles Gutz- 
laff, in 1836, with the assistance of a Japanese 
sailor, who with several others had been ship- 
wrecked and found his way to Macao, made a 
translation of the Gospel of John and the Acts 
of the Apostles, and had them printed in the 
Katakana character at the press of the Ameri- 
can Board of Foreign Missions in Singapore. 
This translation was necessarily very imperfect 
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and full of errors. It never had any circula- 
tion in Japan. 2 

About the same time Mr. S. Wells Wil- 
liams, residing in Macao, also with the assist- 
ance of a shipwrecked Japanese sailor, ac- 
quired some knowledge of the language and 
made a translation of the book of Genesis. 
This, however, was never published, and the 
manuscript was destroyed when Dr. Brown's 
house was burned in Yokohama in 1867. 

A third effort to translate the Bible into the 
Japanese language was made by the Rev. B. 
G. Bettleheim, M.D., a Hungarian Jew, who 
went to the Lew Cheu Islands, a dependency 
of Japan, in 1845. He translated the four 
. Gospels and Acts into the Lew Cheu dialect. 
These were printed on blocks and published 
in China, along with Gutzlaff’s version of the 
Gospels in Chinese. This translation was 
afterward revised by himself with the assist- 
ance of a Japanese, adapted to the Japanese 
idiom, and sold to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, which published it in Hiragana 
type in Vienna in 1872. This translation was 
also very imperfect, and never obtained much 
circulation in Japan. 

The Protestant missionaries who arrived in 
Japan after it was opened to foreign residence 
in 1859 early employed the knowledge they had 
acquired of the language through the aid of the 
Chinese versions, and with the assistance of 
their Japanese teachers, to the translation of the 
Scriptures. It was not, however, until 1871 or 
1872 that they had been able to have any por- 
tion of their work published, owing to the 
powerful opposition of the government and 
the risk of capital punishment which block- 
cutters incurred in printing them. 

The first portion of the Scriptures printed 
and published in Japan was by the Rev. J. 
Goble, of the Baptist Mission, in 1871. This 
was the Gospel of Matthew, which he had 
translated and had cut secretly on blocks in 
Tokyo by a block-cutter, who was ignorant of 
the character of the book he was printing. 
This translation was afterward revised by Dr. 
Nathan Brown and incorporated in his trans- 
lation of the New Testament. 

During the two years of 1872 and 1873, the 
opposition of the government ‘being appar- 
ently withdrawn, the Gospel of Matthew, which 
had been translated by the Revs. Ballagh, 
Thompson, and Dr. Hepburn, and afterward 
caretully revised by Drs. S. Re Brown and 
Hepburn, was published together with the 
Gospels of Mark and John. 

It was not, however, until 1874 that the work 
of revising translations already made, and of 
translating unfinished portions of the New 
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Testament, was regularly entered upon by a 
committee that had been especially appointed 
to this work by a convention of all the Protes- 
tant missionaries then residing in Japan that 
met in Yokohama in 1872. This committee 
consisted of the Revs. S. R. Brown, D.D., D. 
C. Greene, and Dr. J. C. Hepburn. Mission- 
aries of other societies who had arrived in the 
meantime were also invited to assist in the 
work. But none met with the committee ex- 
cept the Rev. Nathan Brown, D.D., of the 
Baptist, and the Rev. Dr. Maclay, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission. Dr. N. Brown, 
after. continuing with the committee about 
eighteen months, resigned to prosecute the 
work alone. Dr. Maclay also was absent a 
large portion of time on mission work in con- 
nection with his society. 

The committee met four days in the week, 
from nine a.m. to twelve m., at the house of 
Dr. S. R. Brown, most of the time, together 
with their Japanese assistants, Messrs. Mat- 
suyama, Takahashi Goro, Okuno, and Miura. 
Of these only the first two continued with the 
committee until the New Testament was fin- 
ished in 1879. 

This translation, with a few corrections 
since made, is the only authorized and univer- 
sally accepted version of the New Testament 
in Japanese. It was made in the Japanese 
vernacular, and in the highest literary style, 
easily read and intelligible to the common peo- 
ple. Chinese characters were used mainly for 
brevity, conciseness, and facility in reading; 
but when used in the text they have no authori- 
tative significance, except when Chinese words 
are needed to supply a defect in the Japanese 
vocabulary, and then were generally taken by 
our Japanese assistants from the Chinese ver- 
sion, 

The expenses of the committee and of pub- 
lication were borne mainly by the American 
Bible Society. 

Since the translation of the whole Bible 
was completed in 1888, the Roman Catholic 
Mission in Tokyo has translated the four Gos- 
pels with the assistance of Mr. Takahashi Goro, 
and published them in 1895 with explanatory 
notes. Also the Rev. Nicolai, bishop of the 
Russian Mission in Japan, about the year 1890, 
published a translation of the Psalms, and in 
1900 a translation of the New Testament. 

About the time when the committee on the 
translation of the New Testament were finish- 
ing their work, a convention of delegates from 
all the Protestant missionary societies working 
in Japan met in Tokyo, in 1879, to take meas- 
ures for the translation of the Old Testament. 


This convention elected a committee consisting | 
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of one member from each society, to be a per- 
manent committee, to which all matters con- 
nected with Bible translation were to be re- 
ferred. This committee met soon after and 
elected four of its members as translators and 
revisors of all translations of the Old Testa- 
ment. This committee consisted of the Rey. 
Dr. Verbeck, the Rev. P. K. Fyson, the Rev. D. 
C. Greene, and Dr. Hepburn. But Dr. Greene, 
owing to his distant residence and duties in 
Kiyoto, soon resigned from the committee. 
The method first proposed for the work of 
translation was that different books of the Old 


Testament should be assigned for translation 
to missionaries residing at the different mis- 
sion stations, and be sent to the revising com- 


mittee for examination and approval. In ac- 
cordance with this plan the different books of 
the Old Testament were distributed to the 
missionaries at the several stations; but after 
the lapse of some two years it was found im- 
practicable, as, from various causes, but few 
ever responded or sent in any copies of their 
work. Accordingly the plan had to be aban- 
doned and the whole work given over to the 
revising committee. As the members of this 
committee were residing in different places, 
and it was found inconvenient and impracti- 
cable for them to meet together in order to do 
their work, they decided to work separately, 
to meet only when necessary for conference 
in prosecution of the work, or in cases of 
special difficulty. Thus the translation and 
revision of each book of the Old Testament 
passed through the hands of each member of 
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the committee, and was completed in about 
six years, in 1888. The Japanese assistants 
in this work of revision and translation of the 
Old Testament were Mr. Matsuyama and Ta- 
kahashi Goro, 

The expenses of this work on the Old Testa- 
ment were defrayed by the British and For- 
eign Bible Society and the Bible Society of 
Scotland. 

The New Revision 

God buries the workman, but carries on the 
work. It is significant that almost simulta- 
neously with the death, in 1911, of the Rev. Dr. 


THE JAPANESE NEw 
TESTAMENT REVISION 
CoM MITTEE 


Hepburn, the principal translator of the then 
existing Japanese version, a Permanent Com- 
mittee representing the missionary interests in 
Japan, sitting in Tokyo, sent forth in tentative 
form a version of the Gospel of St. Mark, 
published by the American and British Bible 
Societies, the beginning of a complete revision. 
The committee on revision consisted of four 
foreigners and four Japanese: Prof. Umeno- 
suke Bessho, the Rev. C. S. Davison, the Right 
Rev. H. J.-Fosse.D:, Prot. loraichi Fujii, 
the Rev. D. Crosby Greene, D.D., the Rev. 
Cap... iMaringtion, DD sthe Key.) Massue 
Kawazoe, and Prof. Takayoshi Matsuyama. 
The veteran missionary Dr. Greene was 
chairman, and Messrs. Bessho and Harrington, 
secretaries. The text chosen for the basis of 
the revision was that of Nestle, and the re- 
visers made further use of the valuable achieve- 
ments of scholarship since 1880, when the last 
Japanese version appeared. The Revised New 
Testament was completed by this committee 
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and issued in December of 1917. It has met 
with very favorable general acceptance. 

On the initiative and under the action of the 
Permanent Committee on Japanese Revision, 
with the approval of the American Bible So- 
ciety, the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
the National Bible Society of Scotland, a com- 
mittee, to be composed of three missionaries and 
three Japanese members, is being set up for the 
revision of the Old Testament, to bring it into 
harmony with the Revised New Testament. 
The missionary members of the committee 
have been selected in the persons of the Rev. 
Bishop H. J. Foss, D.D.,.of the English So- 
ciety for Propagating the Gospel; the Rev. W. 
G. Seiple, Ph.D., of the Reformed Church in 
the United States, and the Rev. A. Oltmans, 
D.D., of the Reformed Church in America. 

It had been expected that the Japanese mem- 
bers of the committee would have been ap- 
pointed before the close of this year, but the 


The Advis 


OR the fifth time the Advisory Council 

met with the Budget Committee of the 
American Bible Society, on October 31 and 
November 1, 1923. Twenty denominations 
were represented as follows: 


Seventh-day Adventists Rey. A. G. Daniels 
Baptist (Northern) Rev. Robert A. Ashworth 
Church of the Brethren 

(Conservative) Rey. A. C. Wieand, D.D. 
Congregational Rey. W. W. Scudder, D.D. 
Disciples of Christ Rev. S. G. Inman 
United Lutheran Rev: M. G. G. Scherer, D:D. 


Augustana Synod (Lutheran) Rey. J. D. Danielson 
African Methodist Episcopal Bishop J. A. Johnson, D.D. 
African Meth. Epis. (Zion) Rev. W. C. Brown 

Colored Methodist Episcopal Rey. Wm. Y. Bell 


Methodist Episcopal Bishop L. B. Wilson, D.D. 
Moravian, Rey. Edward S. Wolle 
Presbyterian in U. S. A. Rey. James E. Walker, D.D. 
Presbyterian in U. S. Rey. Russell Cecil, D.D. 
Cumberland Presbyterian Rev. P. F. Johnson, D.D. 
Ref. Presbyterian Covenanters Rey. Walter McCarroll, D.D. 
United Presbyterian Rey. J. H. White, D.D. 
Christian Reformed Rey. Leonard Trapp 
Reformed in America Rev. E. J. Blekkink, D.D. 
Reformed in U. S. Rey. Titus A. Alspach 


Appointed representatives of other denomi- 
nations were unable to be present as follows: 


Evangelical Association Bishop S. C. Breyfogel, D.D. 
Methodist Episcopal (South) Bishop Collins Denny, D.D. 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop J. H. Darlington, D.D. 
United Brethren Rev. S. S. Hough 


Detailed statistics, information and explana- 
tions were placed before the Budget Committee 


and Advisory Council by the Executive Off- - 


cers. These were carefully examined and con- 
sidered and the appropriations for 1924 recom- 
mended to the Board. 

The members of the Advisory Council 
adopted the following resolution, which was 
later presented to the Board of Managers: 


The Advisory Council has been deeply im- 
pressed by the reports, grasp of details, and evi- 


earthquake and its consequences have diverted. 
attention necessarily to the urgent work of 
rehabilitating the mission and church work and 
life so seriously interrupted. While the sal- 
aries of the missionary members of the com- 
mittee are to be continued by the mission boards 
with which they have served, the general ex- 
penses of the committee and the salaries of 
the Japanese members of the committee are to 
be borne by the Bible Societies—the American 
Bible Society meeting one half, and the British 
and Foreign Bible Society and the National 
Bible Society of Scotland sharing the other 
half. 

When the committee is able to undertake 
its important task, it should receive the encour- 
agement and support of the prayers of all who 
love God’s Word, that the committee may be 
divinely guided in so presenting the Old Testa- 
ment in Japanese as to convey its spirit and 
power to the Japanese nation. 


ory Council 


dence of careful preparation of the budget on 
the part of the officers of the American Bible 
Society ; and this Council would go on record as 
expressing its appreciation of the care and skill | 
and wide vision of the Officers, the Committees __ 
and the Board of Managers in presenting the 
budget and carrying on the work of the Society; =: 
and extends to the American Bible Society its . 
sincere wishes for another successful year of 
service. i 
The Bible Society feels strengthened by the 
existence and co-operation of the Advisory 
Council. Consisting of those who are duly 
elected or appointed as representatives by a 
constantly increasing number of the denomina- | 
tions in the United States, and who come from 
different sections of the United States, the 
council is able to give the Board of Managers! 
the advice and guidance of those who know 
the churches and can express the judgment 
and the wishes of the great body of Christians 
throughout the country, on the work of Bible 
circulation. In turn, these representatives can 
take back to their own communions, and to) 
their chief governing bodies, information as to} 
the work, methods and principles of the Bible) 
Society. The possibilities of mutual benefit: 
are obvious, 
The Society is under an increasing sense of 
obligation to the various Christian denomina-- 
tions in this country, not alone for their gen- 
erous gifts, but also for their valuable assist-- 
ance through the Advisory Council in shaping? 
and determining the Society’s world-wide pol-. 
icies ; and it is happy in having adopted as one: 
of its by-laws provision for this council. | 
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A Japanese Lady’s Reasons 


Norval Richardson, in his book, “My Diplomatic Education,’ just published by Dodd, 
Mead & Company, supplies this illustration of how the Far East is being won. 


WAS also interested in hearing a Japanese 
lady give her reasons for having renounced 
her national religion : 

“T began to learn your customs at a school 
in Keoto conducted by American missionaries. 
I might as well confess that I did not attend 
this school in order to become a Christian; 
that was the last thing thought of. I want to 
learn English and your way of living. I even 
left this school after two years without having 
given much thought to the Christian religion. 
Then, when I was suddenly taken ill, I was 
carried to an American hospital, where my 
family felt I would receive the best attention. 
I was there a long time—several months—and 
during those long days in which I had to re- 
main in bed and do nothing, I began to be 
interested in the way every one treated me. 
There was something so very kind and gentle 
and thoughtful in the way I was taken care of ; 
and all this was not alone for me; it was for 


First-hand News of the Catastrophe in 
Japan 
(Continued from page 173) 


The Latest Word 
November 12, 1923. 


By the attached advertisement, cut out of 
one of our dailies, you see we are settled 
in Tokyo again. I will send you pictures of 
our improvised headquarters soon. We have 


the honor of being the first of all the Christian 
book concerns to open up again in the midst 
of the ruined districts. 


IT could not wait for 


“Our living room after 
the quake. Notice part of 
the chimney on the floor 
and the torn ceiling 
through which it came. 
The tipped book case is 
badly damaged.” 

K. E. Aurell. 


every patient in the hospital, whether they 
were known or not. Each one was an indi- 
vidual carefully looked after and treated with 
very deep personal interest. This impressed 
me very much. I began to wonder if your 
civilization—and, of course, that means in a 
great part your religion—did not possess some- 
thing which ours did not. Our affections seem 
to exist only for those close to us; yours seem 
to embrace every living creature. You not 
only have kindly feelings for every one, but 
you put them in practice. 

“Once I asked my nurse why she was so 
good to me, and she laughingly replied that it 
was her duty; that she was expected to be 
encouraging and kind to all the patients. Then, 
later, she gave me a little black-bound book to 
read—your New Testament—and I found in 
it the inspiration for everything that I had 
seen about me. Today I am a member of the 
American Church in Tokyo.” 


the Kyo Bun Kwan’s structure. It has not 
been started even at this date. We are truly 
happy to be in a position to make this modest 
start. We have managed to keep our friends 
and patrons quite well informed right along of 
where we were and what we could do, and many 
people have commended us for it. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The Headquarters in Japan of the 
American Bible Society 


Publishers and Distributors of the Pre-eminently 


Universal Book the Bible , 
are now open in temporary premises at 


No. 1, SCHICHOME, GINZA 
(next door to KYO BUN KWAN) 


Our little office, some days, is crowded by 
all kinds of folks who want Bibles. We have 
had to restrict the number of copies to each 
person in order to make our limited supply go 
as far as possible. It is very hard to refuse 
when we are begged to let them have more. 
There are about thirty cases on the way from 
Kobe now—fifteen of them come from Mr. 
Mell, San Francisco. But what are they for 
this great need? However, we are planning 
and hoping that some printing can be done in 
Tokyo very soon and thus rush the Bread of 
Life to the spiritually hungry tens of thousands 
of people about us. 
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NOTICE 

We have been greatly embarrassed by the 
necessary change in printers which was indi- 
cated in the October Recorv. By omitting the 
November issue and giving friends of the Buble 
Society Record the equivalent in this enlarged 
December issue we get back to our schedule, 
and hope to maintain it. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual 

subscription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription 
of $50.00 at one time. 


3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 
of $150.00 in one or two payments. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and eighth year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, November 1, 1923, at 3:30 
o'clock p.m., President Churchill H. Cutting in 
the chair. 
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In addition to the members of the Board of 
Managers, there were present members of the 
Advisory Council which had been in session 
with the Budget Committee. (See special ar- 
ticle on page 186.) The minutes of the sixth 
stated meeting of the Board of Managers were 
presented and approved. 

The minutes of the Budget Committee were 
presented together with the recommended 
appropriations. After explanation and con- 
sideration the appropriations for 1924 were 
adopted. (These will be set forth in the Jan- 
uary RECORD.) 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

On the recommendation of the Finance Com- 
mittee, a “Legacy Equalization Account’ was 
established. 

On the recommendation of the Committee on 
Versions, action was taken looking to the pro- 
duction of Scriptures in Cheyenne and Chim- 
anyika, and the revision of Scriptures in Sheet- 
swa and the Philippine dialects. 

On the recommendation of the Foreign 
Agencies Committee, care of the work in Ven- 
ezuela was transferred from the West Indies 
to the Caribbean Agency, beginning with Jan- 
uary 1, 1924. 

The officers reported the death of the Rev. 
George D. French, for some years a Field 
Secretary of the American Bible Society in- 
the South. The preparation of a suitable min- | 
ute was authorized for presentation to the 
Board and forwarding to the family. | 

The Secretaries exhibited two specially’ 
bound Bibles in handsome cases prepared for 
presentation to the Crown Prince of Japan and | 
his prospective bride. : 

The Board took particular pleasure in the | 
report of the special attention and honors con- | 
ferred on the Rev. Dr. H. C. Tucker, Secre-! 
tary of the Brazil Agency, on his sixty-sixth 
birthday, by fellow-Americans and residents 
in Rio de Janeiro, and requested the General 
Secretary to make suitable acknowledgment. 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies. 
during the month of September, 1923: Brazil, 
1,635 volumes, valued at $1,112.11; Caribbean, 
281 volumes, valued at $347.10; Japan, 285) 
volumes, valued at $750.14; La Plata, 2,430) 
volumes, valued at $1,665.90; Siam, 96 vol-. 
umes, valued at $65.42; West Indies, 270) 
volumes, valued at $146.70; total volumes,. 
5,970; total value, $4,087.37: 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of September, 1923, were 193.822 vol- 
umes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 2 


Send the money by Bank check or draft. 


3. Send it by an Express Company's money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and 
make the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert 
Darlington, Treasurer, Bible House, Aster Place, 
New York. 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an or- 
dinary letter silver coin, bills or postage stamps. 

THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 

t. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for ten cents: 


Eto age 


Bible Losses by 
Japan Earthquake 


‘| The American Bible Society appeals to its friends for 
help to remake the valuable Bible printing plates de- 
stroyed by the recent earthquake in Japan. 


{| Plates from which Bibles are printed in at least 
twenty-five languages and dialects have been de- 
stroyed, and the cost of remaking them will be very 
great. It is estimated that the Bible losses will not be 
less than $289,803. 


{| Not only Japan, but China, Siam, and the Philippine 
Islands have been affected by these losses. 


‘| In a number of these languages no more copies of the 
Scriptures can be printed until funds are available for 
the remaking of the plates. 


‘| The Board will be grateful for gifts for this purpose, 
which may be sent to the 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York City, New York 


Mark Gift: “Japan Earthquake Fund” 


Hilert Printing Company, Inc., New York 


